Sonya Gallery, Principal Officer - Governance
8am to 5:30pm Mon - Thurs, 8am to 5pm Fri
Phone 02 9970 1111

Our ref.

11 December 2015

Dear (I

Re: Notice of Decision — Application for Access to Government Information

Pittwater Council received the Notice of Decision from the NSW Civil and Administrative
Tribunal (NCAT) in regard to the 13 October 2015 hearing for the matter of Philip Walker v
Pittwater Council — File 1510523 - Appiication from Orders made under section 110
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009.

Information requested
Permission was granted by NCAT for you to lodge your application, subject to the
following amendment to refine and clarify the information sought:

Any record typed by Council employees of post-it notes or other writfen
suqgestions provided by members of the public in public consuitations
on the development of the Mona Vale Place Plan in the first half of 2015
other than those recorded in the Imagine Mona Vale Engagement
Summary for Mona Vale Place Plan August 2015.

Searches conducted

A search of Pittwater Council’s records has been undertaken to identify the information
falling within the scope of your application. This has included seeking information from the
relevant officer and a search of Council's records management system (ECM) and
Council’'s databases. The information retrieved is:

= Record 1 — public comments received during public engagement consuitations for
the development of the Mona Vale Place Plan.

Authority for decision

| am authorised by the Principal Officer, for the purposes of section 9(3) of the
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act), to decide the access to
information for applications under the GIPA Act.

Notice of decision
I have examined the records containing the information requested. | have decided, under
section 58{1)(a) of the GIPA Act, to provide fuil access to the information requested in your

access application.
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Please note, to ensure the completeness of the information provided to you, all comments
and suggestions from the public consultations which were collected have been released to
you including those which might be within the Imagine Mona Vale Engagement Summary
for Mona Vale Place Plan August 2015. This is in accordance with section 75(2)(c) of the
GIPA Act which provides that an agency’s obligation to provide access to government
information in response to an access application does not require an agency to produce a
new record from the information held by the agency.

Reasons for decision

Under section 9(1} of the GIPA Act, the applicant has a legally enforceable right to be
provided with access to the information sought, unless there is an overriding public interest
against disclosure of the information. In making such a determination, agencies must
apply the public interest test under section 13, which provides there will only be an
overriding public interest against disclosure where public interest considerations in favour
of disclosure are, on balance, outweighed by those against disclosure. Under section 5 of
the GIPA Act, there is a presumption in favour of disciosing government information.

| considered this information in accordance with section15 of the GIPA Act, which is
undertaken in a way that promotes the principles of the GIPA Act; with regard to any
relevant guidelines issued by the Information Commissioner; without taking into account
the fact that disclosure of information may cause embarrassment to, or a loss of
confidence in, the Government (as that fact is irrelevant); without taking into account the
fact that disclosure of information might be misinterpreted or misunderstood by any
person; and with regard to the fact that disclosure cannot be made subject to any
conditions on the use or disclosure of information.

Public interest considerations in favour of disclosure

Under section 12(1) of the GIPA Act, there is a general public interest in favour of
disclosing government information. Section 12(2) of the GIPA Act sets out examples of
public interest considerations in favour of disclosure of information. However, | am not
limited to those considerations in deciding your application.

The following public interest considerations in favour of disclosure are relevant to your
application;

= Disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to promote open
discussion of public affairs, enhance Government accountability or contribute to
positive and informed debate on issues of public importance.

«  Disclosure of the information could reasonably be expected to ensure effective
oversight of the expenditure of public funds.

Public interest considerations against disclosure

When applying the public interest test, the only public interest considerations against
disclosure | can take into account are those set out in the table to section 14 of the GIPA
Act. To show they are relevant to the information, | need to consider whether they could
reasonably be expected to have the effect outlined in the table.

I have not identified any considerations against disclosure relevant to the information
requested in your application.



Balancing the public interest test

| have considered the relevant public interest factors in favour and against disclosure of
the information you requested. | have decided there is an overriding public interest in
favour of disclosing the information.

Your rights of review

If you are aggrieved by any of the reviewable decisions in this notice of decision, you may
seek a review under Part 5 of the GIPA Act. | have enclosed a fact sheet published by the
Information and Privacy Commission (IPC), entitled Your review rights under the GIPA
Act, which details your rights of review under the GIPA Act. Frequently asked questions
are also available on the IPC website. You may obtain further information about your
rights under the GIPA Act by contacting the IPC on freecall 1800 INFOCOM (1800 463
626) or by visiting: www.ipc.nsw.gov.au.

Mr Walker, if you have any further questions, please contact Mr Warwick Lawrence by
phone on 02 9870 1112 or by email at Warwick_Lawrence@pittwater.nsw.gov.au

Yours sincerely

%ﬁ/

Sonya Gallery
PRINCIPAL OFFICER — GOVERNANCE

Enck: 1. Record 1 - public comments received during public engagement
consultations for the development of the Mona Vale Place Plan
2. Your Review Rights Under the GIPA Act Fact Sheet
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University/adult education centre in Mona Vale
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Disappointed to see that after repeated representations to councillors and an organised petition there
is still no progress 12 months on providing a single contiguous pedestrian path in Dartey Street
West, Mona Vale. This is an accident waiting to happen with people having to walk up the middle of
the street Lots of hlgh rates be;ng paid by unit holders in this street but no related action from

B¢ ike and bike stand]. 'More bike infrastructure for Pittwater!: .
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Small scale- transport run by councal or prlvate operator ( frequen't serwce) to and from Mona Vaile -
Lee Resident

Improve the basms Pubhc transport and lnfrastructure first!
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Need trams on Pittwater Road
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Clearway Bungan Street to Pittwater Road East so that fraffic flows only Pittwater Road







Park St — parking on one side only for better access & movement
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